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The patriotic party, on the 17th February, again made an attempt in the Assembly to procure a sanction to the proceedings of the Congress, by moving a vote of thanks to the members of that body; which was defeated by the majority. Another motion from the same side, of the 23d, directing the election of delegates to the new Congress, to assemble the tenth of May ensuing, shared the same fate; and the Assembly, previous to the adjournment, appointed a Committee, chiefly composed of members of the majority; of which the Speaker, John Cruger, was the head; as a committee of deliberation and enquiry; and after an address, which the patriotic members vainly endeavored to defeat by proposing amendments to render it less subservient to the Crown, the House adjourned.
The crisis was rapidly approaching: the people of Massachusetts were gathering implements and munitions of war. Some pieces of brass artillery had been deposited at Salem; and apprehensive that they might be converted to the use of the patriots. Governor Gage despatched Lieut.-Colonel Leslie, 26th February, by water to Marblehead, to secure and bring them off. In order to conceal this movement from the citizens, the utmost secresy was observed; and some individuals who had occasion to visit the castle, were detained there until the sailing of the expedition.* The troops landed and marched to Salem,f but the pieces had been removed. Ascertaining that divers trucks had left the town early in the morning, the troops were put in motion, and the day being Sunday, the track was easily followed, until the pursuers reached an arm of the sea, over which a drawbidge had been constructed; and which was raised to obstruct their farther progress.J This draw, Col. Leslie ordered to be lowered, but the citizens refused to comply; alleging that the road being a private one, they had a right to obstruct the passage. The colonel then commanded a boat to be launched, in order to pass his forces to the opposite shore. The people sprang
* Lamb papers.            t Almon's Remembrancer.            $ Idem.